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THE BENEFITS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION
Choosing to go onto Higher Education is a big step.
Here are 4 good reasons why it's the right choice for your young person.

Higher salaries

The Office for National Statistics says graduates, on average, earn £9,500
more a year than non-graduates. In the long term, if your young person
gets a Higher Education qualification, they are very likely to be much
better off financially than someone who didn't.

Personal development

It's a life-changing experience: for most students they're leaving home for
the first time, becoming independent and meeting new people from
different backgrounds, sometimes for the first time. It is a perfect
opportunity for them to broaden horizons and come out of their shell.

Skills

Alongside gaining a degree, Higher Education provides the opportunities
to grow as an individual. Students learn many new skills such as
communication, confidence and thinking critically; which they will use
again and again throughout their life and future employment.

Opportunities

Having a university level qualification will make your young person stand
out from the crowd when it comes to applying for jobs. Many employers
want their employees to have a degree level qualification, regardless of
the subject. Although a degree may not automatically guarantee them a
job, it certainly does open doors for them and puts them in a stronger
position in an ever-changing job market.

JENNIFER
- BA (Hons) Religious Studies (Lancaster University)
"I had no idea what I wanted to do when I started university. I knew I was
interested in the education sector, but that was about it. There have been
a lot of opportunities that I didn’t expect there to be – and the more I
became involved, the more opportunities I saw. It has all worked out –
going on a journey from having no idea, to now being 100 percent certain
of what I want to do. The placement I arranged through the Careers team
has made my mind up. It has been a joint effort, with me as a pro-active
student and the Careers service opening more opportunities. Being an
Ambassador has given me a great insight into the world of careers as
well".

KNOW THE STAGES
Applying to university can be a stressful process for both students and
parents/carers, especially whilst managing other pressures at the same
time.
Understanding each stage of this process will help take some of this
pressure off.
Here is a brief timeline of the key stages of a typical university application
process.

Choosing a subject
Choosing a subject area that your young person has an interest in,
or a talent for, is good starting point. This will help narrow down
university, course and career options to aim for.
If they have multiple interests, joint honours degrees combine
two subjects together on one course.

Find a course
The UCAS Course Search tool is an index of every university
course available in the UK.
Use this to to get an understanding of the different courses
available in that subject area and which university offers them.
The UCAS website also gives the entry requirements which can be
useful when choosing a course.
https://digital.ucas.com/search

Attend open days
University open days give you and your young person a chance to
get a feel for the university and department they'll be studying in,
as well as speaking to lecturers, tutors and current students to
ask any specific questions they might have.

Choose courses
Each student can select up to five courses for their UCAS
application. This could be the same course at five different
universities, or five different courses at one university.

Complete the UCAS application
This involves filling in personal details and education history, as
well as writing a personal statement of roughly 4,000 characters.
This is your young person's opportunity to sell themselves to the
universities.

Apply for Student Finance
They must create an account online and make a provisional
application for Tuition Fee and Maintenance Loans . Apply early,
before the deadline if possible, to avoid any delay with receiving
the funds.
https://www.gov.uk/get-undergraduate-student-loan

Receive offers and A-Level results
Your young person will receive offers from the universities and
they need to choose their first ("firm") and second ("insurance")
choices. If they meet the entry requirements, their "firm" place will
be confirmed. On results day, your young person can give you
"nominated access" on their UCAS application so you can contact
UCAS and universities on their behalf, if needed.

Choose accommodation
Research all the options available for where your young person
can live whist they study. If they are moving away from home
there will be deadlines, but most generally follow a first come first
serve basis to arrange accommodation. Therefore, prior research
is essential. Open Days are one of the ways you can get a feel for
the different options and give you a clear idea beforehand in
order to secure their first choice.

KEY DATES
A TIMELINE FOR 2022 ENTRY

The first hurdle on the journey to university is the application process. It's
relatively straightforward, but there are some key deadlines to keep an
eye on.

MAR 2021
UCAS ADVISER PORTAL
UCAS adviser portal launches, allowing
advisers at your young person's school or
college to register and set up, ready to
support applicants for 2020 entry.

18TH MAY 2021
APPLICATIONS OPEN

7TH SEPT 2021

UCAS Undergraduate applications open for
2021 entry. From this date, applicants can
access 'Apply' to start their applications,
and send them for references and approval.

PAYMENTS OPEN
Completed applications can be paid for and
submitted to UCAS.

15TH OCT 2021
CONSERVATOIRE
DEADLINE

15TH OCT 2021
OXBRIDGE DEADLINE
Deadline for applications to the universities
of Oxford and Cambridge, and for most
courses in medicine, dentistry, and
veterinary medicine/science.

Application deadline for UCAS Conservatoire
applications. Applications for dance, drama,
and musical theatre courses may have a
different deadline – check the
conservatoires’ websites for information

26TH JAN 2022
UCAS DEADLINE
"Equal consideration" deadline for applications
for most undergraduate courses. Applicants are
guaranteed an equal opportunity to be
considered against the same selection criteria
(academic and non-academic) as all others who
apply within that time .

21ST MAY 2022

25TH FEB 2022
UCAS EXTRA OPENS
Applicants who have used all five
choices and are not holding any offers, may
be able to add another choice on their UCAS
Track account.

STUDENT LOAN DEADLINE
Deadline for final Student Finance
applications to be submitted. Processing can
take up to 6 weeks from submission.

30TH JUNE 2022
FINAL UCAS DEADLINE

4TH JULY 2022

Applications received by this deadline will
be sent to universities and colleges. After
this time, applications are automatically
entered into Clearing.

UCAS EXTRA DEADLINE
This is the last chance to add an Extra
choice on the UCAS Track account.

5TH JULY 2022
CLEARING OPENS

10TH AUG 2022

Applicants who are not holding offers can
apply to other courses through Clearing.
Vacancies are displayed in UCAS’ search
tool.

SQA RESULTS DAY
Results for SQA Qualifications are released
on this day.

10TH AUG 2022
A-LEVEL RESULTS DAY

19TH OCT 2022

Results for A-Level qualifications are
released on this day. "Adjustment" opens for
registration for applications who exceeded
their expected grades.

CLEARING DEADLINE
The last chance to submit applications for
courses through clearing.

More detailed information can be found on the UCAS website:
www.ucas.com

CHOOSING A
QUALIFICATION
When choosing what to study to help your young person achieve their
dream career, it's important to not only know what subject to study but at
what level they will need to be qualified. The options vary in length of
course, intensity and content.
Here are some of the qualifications they can study.

Honours Degree

Joint-Honours Degree

Degree Apprenticeship

Single subject degrees are the
traditional route into Higher Education
for students with the right
qualifications.

A Joint Honours programme is the same
as an Honours Degree, but students
study two subjects instead of one.

Degree Apprenticeships combine
Higher Education studies towards a
degree with a paid job role.

They are usually studied over three
years full-time and exams are taken
throughout the course in one chosen
subject. Students can also achieve an
Honours Degree by topping up from a
Foundation Degree over a year.

Students work to the same level and
reach the same academic standard as
single Honours students - students
simply choose fewer topics from the
modules offered in each subject. It's an
ideal choice if students like two
subjects equally or simply can't decide.

There is a heavy focus on developing
knowledge and skills related to chosen
industry sectors.

The costs of the course can be repaid
through Student Finance once a
graduate has found a job paying £26,575
or over per year.

The costs of the course can be repaid
through Students Finance once a
graduate has found a job which pays
£26,575 plus per year.

Higher Level Apprenticeship

Higher National Certificate

Higher National Diploma

A Higher Apprenticeship is open to
students who are aged 18 and over and
gives them the opportunity to earn
while they are learning.

Higher National Certificates (HNCs) are
great for students who don't have the
skills or experience needed to progress
on to a HND or degree programme yet.

Higher National Diplomas (HNDs) are
the equivalent to two years of
undergraduate study and can allow
students to progress to an Honours
Degree programme.

They are offered in all sectors and are
the equivalent to a Foundation Degree,
with students subsequently able to
work towards a HND.

They usually have a very practical
element and provide an introduction to
the subject, giving the basic knowledge,
understanding and skills required for
vocational areas. They are usually a
one-year course studied full-time or
two years part-time.

Comprising of mostly coursework and
no exams, HNDs equip students with
the knowledge, understanding and
skills required for their vocational area.
Usually a two-year course studied fulltime or three years part-time.

The costs of the course can be repaid
through Student Finance or employers
may be prepared to share - or cover the costs.

The costs of the courses can be repaid
through Student Finance or employers
may be prepared to share, or cover, the
costs.

The cost of the course is shared
between employers and the
Government, so students could gain a
qualification without paying any fees.
Of course, they will be earning a wage
each week too.

The cost of the course is shared
between employers and the
Government so students could earn a
Degree without paying any fees. Of
course, they'll be earning a wage each
week too.

DECIDING WHERE
TO STUDY
Click the image for a map of every UK university.

With over 100 Universities and University Colleges currently
in the UK, this can make the decision of where your young
person chooses to study a difficult one. With the different
options of studying Degree Apprenticeships, part-time
courses, University courses in Further Education (FE)
establishments and moving away to live on a University
campus, there's so much choice.

It is important to know that not all universities provide every course subject, therefore
if your young person has their heart set on going to a particular university, they must
first check that they have the course there that they want to study.

If your young person knows what they want to study, but not sure WHERE, that's not a
problem. Here are some things they (and you) can do to help them choose:

Use the Course Search tool on the
UCAS website.
This will bring up a comprehensive list
of all the unis they can go to study
that particular course.

Try narrowing down the search by
looking at what area of the country
they might like to study in based on
personal preference, transport links or
distance from home.

Some institutions are market leaders in
the teaching of certain fields or
subjects.
The Complete University Guide has a
tool to sort universities by subject
ranking here.

If they are not sure about moving away
from home, look at local Higher
Education institutes.
There are several colleges that partner
with leading universities to run degree
courses on their campus.

EBONY
- BA (Hons) Business Management with Leadership
“I decided to study with Blackburn College - they offered a
Degree Apprenticeship that was accredited by Lancaster
University. What’s great about studying this Degree
Apprenticeship is the fact you gain a broad insight into all
aspects of an organisation and how it operates. The degree
aspect of the programme is preparing me well for my future
career because it is opening my eyes to the pressures that each
department in an organisation faces. It’s crucial that these
factors are taken into consideration. Studying at the University
Centre at Blackburn College and receiving the support of tutors
has been so important to me. They’ve really helped me
understand what it is I’m striving for professionally and what I
need to do to get there."

DECIDING WHAT TO
STUDY
It’s important students consider their post-school
plans early – but with so many options, it can be
difficult deciding what to study.

The decisions your young person
makes early on, even as far back as
GCSE (or equivalent) options, can
have an impact on what – and where
– they end up studying for their
degree. Some extra thought early on
could pay off later down the line.

Use the UCAS website to check a
course's entry requirements – these
may be particular subjects,
qualifications or grades they’ll need to
get on to the course. For example, GCSE
chemistry may be a requirement for
medicine courses.

Having a few light conversations, as opposed to an intimidating sit
down talk about ‘the future’, is probably the best way to get them
thinking about their next steps.
If that step is university, but they’re struggling to get inspired by a
particular subject, try to get them thinking about potential areas of
study, in terms of:

A subject they study now.
If it’s the subject they love and
are best at, get them
to consider whether it’s going
to keep them interested
for the next few years, and
which career path it might
lead to.

A subject related to a career.
If they already have more
vocational ambitions,
explore together whether they
need to study a particular
degree subject to get a job in
that field, or if the options are
more flexible.

A completely new subject.
There are many degree-level
disciplines they won’t have
encountered in their studies
before. Assess their suitability
for these with an open mind,
relating each back to what they
enjoy and how they learn best.

ACCOMMODATION
Another big decision for your young person is choosing where they’re going to live. If your young person has their heart set on
moving away from home, they’ll need to do their research and apply early, as places aren’t always guaranteed. It’s important to
encourage them to think about alternative accommodation, which can be fun, whilst providing a safe living environment.
Here are the different options to look into:

STAYING AT
HOME
If your young person is planning to
study at a university close to home, they
might decide to commute rather than
move out. This is perfectly normal, and
thousands of students do it every year.
In fact, research shows that the number
of 'commuter students' is on the rise. If
your young person does choose to stay
at home for uni, they could end up
saving thousands of pounds by not
paying rent – although you will need to
factor in the cost of public transport or
a car. Plus, students who live at home
receive a smaller Maintenance Loan
than those who move out. Lots of
students also worry that they'll find it
more difficult to make friends at uni if
they stay at home, so this is something
for them to consider. Most students
should have no problem making friends
on their course or by joining clubs and
societies, but they might need to make
more of an effort to attend events and
socials than those in halls who are
naturally surrounded by students all of
the time.

PRIVATE
ACCOMMODATION

This can be a good option for more mature students, and
those who missed out on halls because they applied late or
through Clearing. However, it can be a big leap from living at
home. Most students will move into private housing in their
second year of uni, once they know who they want to live
with. It's worth doing some serious research and getting
clued up on tenancy rights if this is the option your young
person decides. Most universities or student unions will
have an accommodation service which can point you
towards reputable landlords. Make sure your young person
views the property before they sign a contract, also research
online 'what to look for when viewing student houses' to get
the best tips on what to look for.

PRIVATE HALLS
An option in some areas is a room in a
purpose-built student living complex
owned by a private company. When
looking at this option, remember to
factor in which bills are included, what
facilities are onsite, and how far it is
from campus. Private halls are very
similar to university halls, except they're
owned and run by a private company
which may not be affiliated with the
university at all. They're purpose-built
student accommodation blocks and, like
halls, the rooms are normally arranged
into small flats with shared kitchen and
living areas. The main downside to
private halls is that they're (usually)
much more expensive than university
halls or private housing. In recent years
there's been a rise in 'luxury student
living', with some private halls including
rooms with sizeable TVs and
professional cleaning services – but they
can come with a hefty price tag.

UNIVERSITY HALLS

University halls of residence are properties owned
and run by the university itself (or, a private
company contracted to run the property on the
university's behalf). Most students who select a
university as their firm choice and apply for
accommodation by a certain deadline will be
guaranteed a place in university halls – but there
are some exceptions (particularly with unis in
London), so make sure to check with the university
on this. Halls are traditionally where most
students live in their first year of uni, before
moving into private housing in their subsequent
years of study. Here are some key things to bear in
mind:
Some halls will be self-catered (meaning
students have access to a kitchen for cooking),
while others will be catered (students have
their meals provided in a canteen or get given
a food card to buy food in outlets on campus).

As you'd expect, catered is normally the more
expensive option. Students will be able to
choose between a shared bathroom and en
suite halls – again, en suite rooms will cost
more.
Check how far away the halls are from
campus and the city centre – location will
have a big impact on price, and it's not
always necessary for students to live on, or
right next to, campus.
In some halls, students will have to
completely move out during the Christmas
and Easter breaks, as the university will
rent the rooms out to others during these
periods – so make sure to check the
tenancy agreement.
If your young person has a car, check to
see if the halls have any car parking
facilities, or whether they'll have to pay for
a parking permit.

THE APPLICATION
How does my young person apply for university?
All full-time university applications are done through UCAS, which is the
Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. They help students to gather all the
necessary information, allowing them to write and submit their application, then
communicate offers between them and the universities they applied for. It is an
online system which requires students to register with an email address and
password, and allows them to monitor the progress of their application. If they
are applying through a school or college, they will also give them a “buzzword” to
enter.
Registration for courses starting in September usually open in the previous May
(e.g. May 2022 for September 2023) and can be submitted from September
(although most people wait until they have had advice and guidance from their
school or college). They can choose up to five different options for their
application, which they then narrow down when they reply to their offers. For
some subjects they can only choose four options (for example Medicine) and
they can only apply for Oxford or Cambridge, not both.

What goes into their UCAS application?
Once they have registered with UCAS, they can start filling in their application
form. They don’t have to do it all at once, they can save their progress and log
back in to complete it another time. It will ask them for the following information:
• Personal details
• Student finance (the application for student finance is done separately, so this
is just for information)
• Course choices
• Education history (including predicted grades for courses they are currently
studying)
• Employment history (including unpaid or voluntary work)
• Personal statement (limited to 4,000 characters)
• Reference (from a teacher, adviser or professional who knows them
academically)

What grades does your young person need?
All universities are different and will ask for different grade requirements, so
make sure they do their research and find out what they need to get onto the
course they want.
They might ask for:
• Specific grades at Level 3 (e.g. A-Level BBC)
• Specific subjects studied (usually something relevant to the
course)
• Specific Level 2 grades (e.g. GCSE Maths & English)
• Some universities will specify a certain number of UCAS points
required

What are UCAS points?
UCAS Tariff Points are just a way of giving their qualifications a numerical value.
All kinds of qualification have a points value so they will have to figure out what
theirs represent. Some may or may not accept Functional Skills, BTEC or General
Studies.
Examples:
• B grade A-Level = 40 UCAS Points
• MM grade BTEC Diploma = 64 UCAS Points
• H5 grade IBO Certificate in Higher Level = 32 UCAS Points
• D* grade AQA Level 3 Extended Certificate in Applied Business
= 56 UCAS Points
Go to: www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator to calculate your young person's
current and predicted points.

What happens after the application is submitted?
When you have completed all the information required, you are ready to submit
your application. Applications cost £20 for one course and £26 for multiple
courses; this fee must be paid as part of your submission.
The deadline for most applications is January of the year the course begins, but if
you are applying for any course at the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, or
for most courses in medicine, veterinary medicine/science and dentistry then it
will be October the year before the course starts..

RECEIVING OFFERS
Once your young person clicks submit, UCAS will receive their formal
application. This will then be sent to the admissions department at each of the
universities that they chose to apply to. They can log back in to UCAS at any
point and check the progress of their application by using UCAS Track.
Once their chosen universities have read their application, they will then respond to them
in one of three ways.
• Unconditional Offer
- this means that the university want them to study there regardless of what grades
they may receive from their current studies (or if they already have them).
• Conditional Offer
– this means that they will be accepted onto the course providing they meet the entry
requirements set out for them (usually certain grades in the qualification they are
currently studying towards).

• Unsuccessful Application
- this means that they have not received an offer on this occasion.

How does your young person respond to any offers?
When they have received responses from all the universities they chose, it is time to decide
which one, or ones, they would really like to go to. They might always have had favourites,
or they might have some offers that are more appealing than the others, but it is important
that they chose carefully.
Once they have chosen, they need to nominate one firm choice which is essentially their
first choice of university, and then their insurance choice which is their back-up second
choice.
It's a good idea to choose an insurance choice which has lower entry requirements than the
firm choice, as this means they are more likely to still get a place, even if they miss out on
their target grades.
However, if their firm choice is unconditional then they do not need to worry about a
second choice. They must decline any other offers received.
* This must be completed by early May or UCAS will decline offers on your behalf.

Important phrases:
Firm
- first choice university
Insurance
- second choice university

Unconditional
- offer regardless of grades
Conditional
- offer dependent on grades

What if they don't receive any offers?
Don't worry.
If your young person does not receive any offers from their five chosen universities then
they can use UCAS Extra, sometimes known as “the 6th choice” to add another option to
their application for free.
This will be available between February and July.
If they are applying for a different subject, then they can change their application (including
their personal statement) to reflect this before they resubmit.
Once they have resubmitted, their new chosen university will have 21 days to respond.
If they send your child an offer, either conditional or unconditional, it is up to your child to
accept or decline. If they accept, then your child either has the place (unconditional) or will
be awarded the place on results day if they meet the requirements (conditional). If they
decline it, then they can select another university to apply to and repeat the UCAS Extra
process.
If your child does not receive an offer, they can go through the UCAS Extra process again
(and keep doing it until they receive an offer they are happy with) up until July.

How does my young person confirm their place?
Your young person can check the status of their offers at any time using UCAS Track, but
most people only get confirmation of their university place on exam results day, when they
find out what grades they achieved.
No matter what happens with regards to grades, there is always an alternative option. If
they have met the conditions for their firm choice, then they are definitely going to that
university. If they have missed out on their firm choice but met the conditions of their
insurance choice, then they are definitely going to that university instead.
If they missed out on the conditions for both choices, then they can still get a university
place through Clearing. If they received better grades than they were expecting, then they
can try and secure a place at a different university through UCAS Adjustment.

TONY
- BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching and Exercise Instruction

"My university was excellent for learning about and improving my
overall knowledge in my selected degree. I found the capabilities
of my skills have improved to successfully take on my new career
as a full time teacher".

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Student Loans

One of the most important questions asked by parents and carers about their child
going to University is 'how can we afford it?'. There are two main costs to factor into
the budget - tuition fees and living expenses. Student Finance England has loans and
grants available to help students cover both of these. There are also other forms of
financial support that your child could receive, so it really 'pays' to do your research.
Here is a breakdown of some of the loans, grants and allowances available to all
eligible students in the UK:

Tuition Fee Loan
What: A loan paid directly to the uni on
behalf of the student.
How much: The full cost of the course
(currently up to £9250 per year).
Why: To cover the cost of the university
course.
Who for: Students studying for their first
degree.

Maintenance Loan
What: A loan paid directly to the student.

How much: Dependent on personal situation (up
to £12,382 per year).
Why: To help cover the cost of living
whilst studying at university.
Who for: Students studying for their first
degree.

Most full and part-time students don't have
to pay for their fees up front.

This loan helps to pay for students' living
expenses.

The amount of Tuition Fee Loan students
can get doesn't depend on their household
income.

The Maintenance Loan is where things start to
get a little bit more complicated.

This loan will cover the complete cost of
their course, which (currently) will be a
maximum of £9,250 a year.
Student Finance will pay this money
straight to the university, meaning the
student will never see it. This means that
students don't really need to think about
tuition fees once they have their application
accepted, until they start paying it back.

This is the money students receive to cover their
living expenses while they study, but how much
your child receives will depend on how much you
(the parents and carers, or the household) earns.
The higher the students' household income, the
less money they'll receive, as it's assumed the
students' parents and carers will be able to cover
the shortfall.
Unlike the Tuition Fee Loan, this money is
deposited directly into students' bank accounts
in three instalments throughout the year, and it's
up to them to learn how to budget it.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
How much Maintenance Loan will my child receive?

There are a few factors which will determine how much money your child receives in their
Maintenance Loan including where they will be living and their current household income.
Here is a guide of how much they could be eligible for:

Not all parents and carers are in a position to give their child money at university, but of
those who are, many don't know how much a suitable amount is to give.
The latest 'Student Money Survey' found that parents and carers contribute on average
£134.25 every month to their child at uni, but every individual situation is different, of
course.
Some students might choose to get a part-time job so their parents and carers don't
need to provide as much. Or, in some cases, students might have to get a part-time job,
as even contributions from their parents and carers won't be enough to cover student
living costs in full.
To see a suggested yearly parental contribution, use the Parental Contributions
Calculator at: www.savethestudent.org/parentcontribution.
This will show you the maximum Maintenance Loan for a student in the same living
situation, what your child will get based on your household income and the difference
between the two – which is how much you're then 'expected' to pay.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
What other financial help is there?

Dependant's Grant
For students who have children or an adult who depends on
them, the amount of Childcare Grant, Learning Allowance or
Adult Dependants grant they can get will depend on their
household income and the income of any dependants.
For more information, visit www.gov.uk/studentfinancesteps

Disabled Students Allowance

Students with a disability, including a mental-health condition
or a specific learning difficulty including Dyslexia or Dyspraxia,
may be entitled to extra financial help or support. The actual
amount they'll get is based on their needs and they wont have
to pay it back. It could be worth over £20,000 per year, covering
things such as specialist equipment, travel and study support.
They could be entitled to:
1. Non-medical helper allowance
2. Specialist equipment allowance
3. General allowance (for other disability-related expenditure)
4. Disability-related travel
https://www.gov.uk/disabled-students-allowance-dsa

Bursaries and Scholarships

The university or college your child may want to study at could
offer a bursary or scholarship. This isn't always necessarily
money - some bursaries and scholarships come in the form of
discounts on fees and accommodation costs, for example.

Finance shouldn't stand in the way of academic aspirations. To
find out more about the loans, grants and allowances, visit:
www.gov.uk/studentfinance

Infographics from Student Money Survey 2020

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Repaying a student loan

Parents and carers are often concerned that their child's student load 'debt' will fall on
them to repay but this is not the case.
Once your child has completed their university course and starts earning money, they
will begin to repay their Student Loan.
Repayments are based on how much they are earning, not on how much they have
borrowed and if their income changes, their repayment amounts will change to suit this.
Currently in the UK, if you earn above £27,295 per year (before tax) you will start repaying
your Student Loan.
The actual amount you repay is 9% of everything you earn over £27,295.
For example, if they earn £2,310 a month before tax, they'll repay £3 a month.
This is because £2,310 is £36 above the monthly threshold of £2,274, and 9% of £36 is £3
(rounded down to the nearest pound).
See the table below for more examples.

Figures accurate as per 2021/22 entry guidelines*

MOHAMMED
FdA Public Service Management (Housing)
Studying at university gave me the reality check I needed to
understand how the real world really operates. I have used my
university experience to help me better understand the policies
and practices within the sector that I work in.
My tutors were brilliant and always supported me, even when I
felt I was at breaking point. My tutor is an individual who I look
up to as a true figure of inspiration; someone who made me
realise my responsibilities as an adult. I don’t feel I could have
received this level of support anywhere else.

IMPORTANT
ORGANISATIONS
UCAS

The University and Colleges Admissions Service is the service that
students use to apply to university. Students don't apply to
individual universities – they submit one application through UCAS
who then distribute it to the student's university choices. This
keeps the application process straightforward and centralised, with
everything from the personal statement to university offers stored
on the students' UCAS portal.

Student Finance

The organisation responsible for providing Tuition Fee Loans and
Maintenance Loans to students at university. There are four
separate Student Finance organisations across the UK: Student
Finance England, Student Finance Northern Ireland, Student Awards
Agency for Scotland and Student Finance Wales. Students apply for
their funding through the relevant Student Finance organisation in
their country of residence, not the country where they'll be studying
e.g. a student from England planning to study at the University of
Edinburgh would still apply through Student Finance England.

Student Loans Company

A government organisation which organises the repayment of
Student Loans. They work alongside HMRC to collect Student Loan
repayments in line with graduates' salaries, and graduates must
inform the SLC if they move abroad.

University admissions
departments

While students don't apply for places through individual university
admissions departments, students will need to contact them if they
have any specific questions or problems with their application.
Students should also contact university admissions departments if
they're applying through UCAS Clearing (a service for students who
don't achieve the grades needed to meet their university offers).

University accommodation
departments

Students apply for a place in university-managed halls of residence
through their university's accommodation department. This will be
who students pay their rent to when living in halls, and who they'll
contact for any accommodation-related problems or questions.

The National Union of
Students

A confederation of student unions from across the UK. It works to
champion and protect student rights, and campaign for a better
deal for students. Most students will probably know it best for the
TOTUM/NUS Extra card, a student discount scheme which saves
students money at a wide range of shops and brands.

GLOSSARY

A list of common terminology when applying to university
BA

Bachelor of Arts. A type of undergraduate degree awarded for studying
an arts related subject.

BEng

Bachelor of Engineering. A type of undergraduate degree awarded
specifically for studying engineering.

BMus

Bachelor of Music. A type of undergraduate degree awarded
specifically for studying music.

BSc

Bachelor of Science. A type of undergraduate degree awarded for
studying a science related subject.

Bursary

An amount of money given to a student to help with the cost of their
course. Similar to a scholarship, that does not have to be paid back.

Degree

Foundation Course

A qualification offered by universities.

A preparatory course which allows students who do not have the
required entry qualifications to study for a year and then enter in to
the first year of some undergraduate courses. It can also be called a
foundation programme or a foundation year. This is different from a
foundation degree.

Foundation Degree

A two year work-related qualification which focuses on practical
knowledge and skills and includes work experience in a particular
industry. This is different from a foundation course.

GLOSSARY

A list of common terminology when applying to university
Honours

Most undergraduate degrees are awarded "with honours" (often
shortened to "Hons"). But some students may be able to take a less
demanding course that leads to an Ordinary degree instead of an
Honours degree.

IELTS

International English Language Testing System. A test to measure your
English language ability.

LLB

Bachelor of Laws. A type of undergraduate degree awarded specifically
for studying law.

Postgraduate

Education taken after gaining a first degree, often called a masters
degree.

Postgraduate
Certificate
Postgraduate

A postgraduate qualification that is less in depth than a postgraduate
diploma or Master's degree.
A postgraduate qualification that is more in depth than a

Diploma

postgraduate certificate but less in depth than a Master's degree.

Sandwich

A degree where the student spends a period of time (often a year)

course/professional

working in a relevant industry/profession as part of their course.

placement
TOEFL

Test of English as a Foreign Language. A test to measure your English
language ability.

UCAS

Universities and Colleges Admissions Service. This organisation
handles all applications for full-time undergraduate courses in the UK.

Undergraduate

The term used for a student who is studying for their first degree
course.

APPLYING FOR TEACHING

There are several different ways to become a teacher, so it is important that
your child does their research to make sure they choose the route that suits
them best. They might decide to:
Study a subject they would like to teach at secondary school level and then do a
postgraduate qualification to gain teacher status, such as a PGCE.
Study a subject they enjoy to gain a degree qualification and then complete a PGCE
to become a Primary school teacher.
Studying a degree which includes Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) within the course.
There are lots of online resources which can advise on the different routes, such as:
www.getintoteaching.education.gov.uk
www.prospects.ac.uk
www.ucas.com/teaching-in-the-uk

When applying for teacher training, it is important for your child to show the course
providers that they are passionate about teaching, as it can be a difficult, yet rewarding,
career. It is a good idea to have some work or volunteer experiencing engaging with
young people, either in a school or community learning environment. They could gain
this during the school holidays or in their spare time at the weekends, in order to really
sell themselves in their personal statement by proving they have the drive to succeed
on their course!

APPLYING FOR MUSIC, DANCE OR DRAMA
If your child is thinking of a career in music, dance, or drama, they can apply
through the UCAS Undergraduate or UCAS Conservatoires application schemes.

What does conservatoire study involve?
A conservatoire is a course provider that specialises in performance based courses, but also
includes academic study. All courses at conservatoires have a strong vocational,
performance based focus, and course structures are reflective of the industry.
If your child’s interests are in a practical discipline, such as vocal performance or dance,
they may favour a conservatoire.
All teaching staff at conservatoires are working professionals. There is a strong emphasis on
one-to-one tuition, alongside group work and performances.
Deadlines:
1 October 2020 for music courses
15 January 2021 for most dance, drama, and
musical theatre courses.

There are some exceptions - your child will
need to check conservatoires’ websites
carefully for deadline updates. They can
also check details of courses they’re
interested in using the UCAS search tool.

Applying:
Students can apply for courses at
conservatoires through UCAS Conservatoires.
Similar to UCAS Undergraduate applications,
they’ll need to register before they start filling in
their application.
For more information and advice about applying
to and studying at a conservatoire, go to:
www.ucas.com/conservatoires/getting-started

